RESOLUTION OF MOUNTAIN WOMEN’ PLENARY SESSION 

Women coming from mountain regions of Italy, Austria, Swiss, Spain, Germany and Liechtenstein, gathered at the Centre of Alpine Ecology – located in Viote of Mount Bondone (Trento) – on the occasion of the second international conference about “Matriarchy and Mountain”, claim the recognition of their role in the conservation and transmission of memory and traditions and in the social, economic and cultural development of mountain communities, with particular attention to the identitary and environmental values.

Women claim the necessity to be present in decisional centres and moments at all levels and express a strong call to the society and to the responsible of local, regional, national and community governments so that specific active policies, based on the presence and the increase in value of feminine role at all levels, should be defined following these justifications:

1. Women do not only perpetuate life, but they succeeded in surviving in extreme environments, using natural resources but at the same time preserving and having care of territory without giving up magic.

2. Where women give up and leave, mountain dies. Still nowadays, most of the initiatives of micro-economy and identitary economy are carried out by women: where women stay, mountain does not die, but undertakes a different development in harmony with the Earth, grasping and increasing in value the opportunity that Earth gives to human beings.

3. Women are one of the most dynamic elements of alpine micro-economy. Without giving up innovation and the claiming of their rights, they did not forget their origins and they succeeded in keeping memory and traditions.

4. They want to protect the cultural heritage of their mountain communities giving attention and support to all those actions funded on identitary values and on permanent training, as these are important levers for reaching a development that will give satisfaction to cultural social and economic needs and that will lead mountain communities to the same dignity of urban and plain communities.

5. They want to guarantee for a balanced relation between development and territory preservation in its environmental, historical, architectonic, scenic, cultural and spiritual values, in order to aid the alpine communities not to leave these natural ecosystems, rich of vital spaces for animals, plants and all other components of Nature.

They express a great satisfaction for the role covered by Centre for Alpine Ecology, as a point of contact, meeting, exchange of experiences and of proposals of concrete actions in favour of mountain women and are asking, in particular, to the Centre: training courses and concrete initiatives able to reach the goals described above and the promotion of action’s feminine groups which are co-ordinated also through a preferential network of information.

Viote del Monte Bondone, 14 December 1997.
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