LEARNING SUSTAINABILITY

towards a sustainable development structure for cooperative actions among marginal areas in europe
Partners

Working together is a way for partners from the mountains of Trentino, Lapland and Alentejo to combat marginalisation.

Objectives

The overall objective is to increase the capacities of the regions and partners involved to face key challenges for the sustainable development of marginal areas. This includes emigration of young generations from rural areas, mismanagement and loss of natural and cultural resources and difficulties for local SMEs to compete on the market. 

Activities

The project is divided into several areas of activity focusing on key issues for the sustainable development of marginal areas in Europe, such as:

. sustainable tourism,

. quality management,

. participatory multiple-use management of rangelands, 

. cooperation, 

. relationship between cities and rural areas.

In each main area, partners from the three regions are jointly involved in actual interregional work, to produce concrete results in each region.

Role of tourism in the project

In this project, tourism is the most important, advanced and experienced field: we think most of the sustainable development in marginal areas can be obtained through tourism,  because it involves all fields of economy, agriculture included, and it requires high quality standards; and, from a social and cultural point of view, it encourages people to rediscover their traditional roots and heritage. When tourists come, they break cultural and social isolation. In the marginal areas, there is a need to find alternatives to mass tourism and develop more diffuse forms of tourism. We think cultural and “heritage” tourism can be developed, and we have created several events of participative tourism, working with the population of the villages, training people to be proud of their culture, to self employment and enterprise building on tourism field. We already have had good results. This are the specific aims on tourism: 

In Alentejo, it is necessary to develop new forms of nature and rural tourism in the depopulating montados areas.

In Lapland, there is a need for Laplanders to rediscover their own roots and also to develop tourism in villages which are currently without tourism development.

In Trentino, there is a need to develop new tourism activities based on cultural and historical heritage.

Follow up of the project

Partners intend to follow the project after the Community support has ceased and create a network of  “multipolar centres for exchange of experience between regional and local authorities on the sustainable development of less favoured areas in Europe”.

The objective is to benefit from all activities involved in the project to design and launch these future multi-polar centres as a major legacy of the project. The centres will serve as continuing focal points for further improving networking and exchange, between the partner-regions in the project and other regions, on the sustainable development of less-favoured areas in Europe. There will be an Arctic pole in Lapland, a mountain pole in Trentino, a Mediterranean pole in Alentejo.

The first action of the multipolar centres will be the creation of a network of sustainable villages where cultural and sustainable tourism will be developed, through participative planning with the inhabitants,  involvement of the end users and anthropological field research work to recuperate cultural heritage and traditions, both for the social and cultural growth of the population and for touristic use. 










