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MICHELAZL'CCA

lt is sot.l that ui2a s uere ane nuch less

^Lmrcus 
rhda totld!. Tner li!2d in inldtion on

tuountoinl desertt or in the northern cauntrrcs
suth ds NoruaJ, Dennarh, Sued4 Ootia, Ire
land, Liuonio: th.refar2 their idoLilnee d4d thev
speUs uere quite unknoun, and bere often eon.
sidered staries or old uiues lol.s trl

Ii is Piere de Lanc.e, one of the nost fero-
cious pe.secuiorolNitches olall iime,who alier
aboui fou. hnnd.ed yeds. Fesen$ us ihe image
of a siricirelaiionship,thathe,shrewdeipe.rof
iheoftensivelaunchedbySatanasainsthuman
ily, has no difficulty in disce.ning. And conse'
quentlyhe connectsthefollosers of Dianeof the
Irench Py.enees io the Laplander sianans de
scribed by Olaus MaEnus andPeuler Slaiing a
conmon factor chs.acteristically of boih cul.
1urcs, one seDerally of wit h*aft and th€ No.
dic one, the"t.dnce", the diabolical ecsiasy that
tor some is int€rp.eied as the soul s capacily to
leave the body, io "siar! a trip".

AJter fou. cenluries, in the pionee.l .e
sea(hes wake olCarlo Cinzbu.g, (and g.alelul
lor the opportunity I had to siay sone time in
Lapland as p.ojecl nanager ol an European
projeci,lron 1999 io 200r,which auo*ed ne to
ope.ate as an anih.opological and culiural re
ssarchar on thc spoil, Iu try io put together
again tle lines ofan mcienr plot ihai coverod
Europ€ lrom Siberia io Irelan'1, ente.ins the
paihs of inrgination dd itual.

R€nember ihe archetype, out offocus, that
has been daintained aboye all in iheAlps and
ihe Plrenees, the nountains that h.ve been
able,norethanoiherterrit ries,toneintain an
srchai. sub shalunoln$ierio$ orisrn,whicb
i.anslaies in ituels md traditions that bing us
back io a dimtui and sciananic pasi.

YeaB in whichsoman wss th€ sup.en€ ad.
minisirat r ol power As priestess, but also as
divinitJ. And as nofh.r

tauns, na f..tilie.t uous.
all the! aun and atu

WITCHES AND SCIAMANS. WOMEN'S RELIGION
FROM I-API-AND TO THE AIPS

nounted aihels lirnq not h! ac.iculture, blt br
bpedi.g, and hau their holses on uhee|t hau
con the! be inrtncible antl unassailable? ''

Once ir was believed lhal social human evo-
luiion sas.haracierised by sone successive lev
€h: n.st hunie's gaiherers, ihen shephe.ds
(both nonads) and linau, hrm..s'i. Acruallr,
ihe liftt tNo caiegories a.e an invention of sed
entarr: populaiions ihat live on wide and hard
ieritorjes always have belonged io the three
categories. And if necessary they also moved
fronore io ile oiher wiih a ceriain ease

To look closelt, pralistoric Er.ope seens
dossed fa. and wide with peoplewhomoledand
nixed aDong each oiher continuously, ih.ough
waves olnigraLions thuttrailbehind m'ths and
cultures Wtron one ihink thc Old Conlinenr 01

rhousdnds and thousandsolyears ago, ii see'ns
empty, crossed by hordes thai,we mn on! Mr,
cone frod a unidonrified Hindi b$in", f]on
which theHindi Europeancivilisationbesarj as
ifhunanity was bom lherc and eventnally p.pu
laied ihe onii.. enpty world. Ac.uallJ thG is
only d supposirion. Becruse, while r sea journey
presupposes a siarting poini and an ar.ivll. in
*bi.h those nho t.avel remlin the sane, ihe
way ofnen lnd forrDs on the steppe happeng
with B.owniaD movenenis: exchanges, fusion,
contaminariod which conluse prrhs, obliterate
tracks. wlrsr starts is neverwhaiarives

Examining the lossil discove.ies besides the
archaeologrcal ones, ii js known thai s,lh ihc
slow r.lrear dfthe ice, reindeer snd pans ofthe
huntins inbes, who on this tolen,c anihalbased
their nor.ishing, hoyed towa.ds the No.tt
Those rvho renained analgamaied wiih those
adivingfron ihe South.this beinc the Mediter
.anean.ft rhe rcindeer who b noi a nountsin
animalj nexi came, o. lhe now habitable alpine
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\rllrlr rl'r n.ri rn".[ also [.cann.i f..r'i'r\
"!drbol IIrnn.A 1f(bniq,n,s of pol0r pof!lr
1i,,ns. h!$!lon l,lx. !riLLsatnD ol scrurlbaits,li'r
!l! : clk. rn Nikl rrnle. iD Lhe \liddle Ars
\,.rt'dim'srd inrcl) !nor. ir 1h. Sourh. trp as frr

Nlu.h lrk': r'r.Dr tlrr rl00 ll(r, nDnrn(lk
NI.latn{s.onri'r{: fron rhr sr.Dft $ of C.rrr,l
Asix. ftori Aha, rn(lSib.rir.rt.icd io nr*c in-
(urs,ons q'sr, rr rhf bo .r ol rh. Irunian nLr
r.iu. anir.rr lothc.ru b.t{..n Mons.lin a.d
(_hrn. r\nx'rs lh.nr, ri. Shii!cs. ol .erlli'l
r)tr)roclrl. n)nb.ix, R,trled ii rh{r end, n Ure Ca'F
r{'s dnd or rhc Bh(LSca.Al r|tbfsrnninaot

ioo BC. lnrF. nu.k{ioashiihslen r!. strnds
,fihc Alad. Sea and moved s.sr Tho, .ross,jd
h. Dni.s|| 3.d th. tJ,n!be. rnd sottl€d in
),hruaia. *hrretho l ruci $o,rrlrc ltbutth.!
'r.Tgnisc(iiho Shnr.ssuprrmacy At lhe h.gin
rinsoI100IIC Ccllctribesfl,nverA.dh.rcrho.

E suu-.lo'*t

Ercenit

- Jukagiirit

I
K

nftrr hrriigs.tl,rlm r t)rrtofth.lhlkrn t).
rinsul..l.rndcd donics lrAsir tr rDo'rA lha
is docunn{ted in Itn,dob In,ok I\'. \!h,!h hi rl
n,rllt ddliciLd ro the Shin.s: rn'l li onr rr rn
c.rn!.ra.trrLlrrc. ol rirFlic foln\ !vhicli Ls

hdw llios( nnci.nt p{!l.s drr.ss rhfms.h os:
bv ligufut|rr ahrnl'sl'( rid linLi\Lic rr'.
shich c.nirins li$rrs thd a,e sriil tda\ t'trn
ol lh. cullurc of lhf Alpinr popullt',u: drrNonF.
slrcns. winsod lit s,sriffi ns

'Ihenonrndslrrnl..\.orer.rrr$ir rrc.'n
!hoheed oflhe Eur.\irn codlircnl bflsrcn th.
40'.nd 50 p. lld. rl,h.u.s 1r'r rh. v
l,trr Riv.r torhp t)inuLt f(n .rtr 5.01)0 k'lonn
trcs.Thc Dhliicalnn.ge rhrr rem.trh ro us. finn
wosr ofrh,, itepr,.. i\ onc oi (:rerk mnnr nrt.
with alirisi ell ir precisi,tr,,,s on. rl I ldrs

I tutuut,t

I Nganasoit
I ootgaanir

I Enetsn

I ewnrr
I K€tir
I s"tt"p't
I n*tlr

I Nenetsit

Mrnsi!

F$nr

f.gfu
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h.i' tr,rn often b.r..l.d rnd ousrtuI.d.
\ithrn 01rllirc..r.l irii,jht nr kednoJo.All
r,\G. borh (neek o. ch nhr. iggesr . DEdonri,
nuc. , lloDd or red hiir ind lishi skin. ihr
(il!tr,rDlnrilk I TI.Shin0s.likc drc Cclis. vcr'r
snniIr i1' soD]aric n.cis iDd hriNlyle. weur I
ch.,tlfislic sa.nenL. url(n,$D io Romans
lDd (irfrks: !& houFeN Ard nlsoa lonc conic
hi. lik( rlmr .iiribnted tmditnrall! to lr.rli..
(iz.rds. snomN and l:',rics

'Ih( nrpD.,r DerFeevpn h$inrer: in la.t.l[r
riln8lrip marshJ porrbogs rlui srretch f.on
Lrr)ltrD,l lo \!idirosnik lvcrc srrclt busi.r rn
Lfnifr on sl.dg.s Dulled lirFi bJ.cindccr rtrd
l.! rl)!" dogs. than n, s'NdFllhe period Nh.r
nrud {rl Drosquirops mrd0 !flrlcl d,fi.ull 1|r
pillon folloNcd rh. arrn .nd the nonrrds 01

tln rlDp.sneFShines.T.nlrs rtrd th€ C€ll-\ 1.
th.si h:nnd rhe Snnrito rlF Nodh.

W,uxl,{nrA. ihe hrbn ot.ormins. ihe sbilit!
t0]r.ir n,lirrdefor a lons titrrr
s.lf ${h thr '!po rDace rrlie lxasshnd rnd
cvcn tln sliciers'Nhich $nscoNideFd p3rol
rhrn!sscnli.lterrit.,rrn(lllLrnlilnl.rciiln
(.s d.n3..ous. suoh.i rlx liozen sreppc o. th.
d'so(r thr.bilitr to sFo!k nrnmr la0guages.rd
nJ rc0snisc the other pfr*r inrm€didLobi xs
{r L ri rlso tnose Nho \r{nl,!l ro lire on th.
lii.tjor lhr isolaiion- rhe rbjlilr 1() $o retuA. ro
lhe Drrs.crtcd. r.e.o(.nlr conditions inposod
lx. hnrd .nrinnncnr, of (.ction in defeDce of
r hosliltso.idr !h.t tr]'h!,hrl!$t and Nenni'
lai. lheseareculru.nl.D..rdinites.thrtdiftr
onri p.rmrnenr peoplo, of hi.r.dri.allI o!.
srnrs.(L soc18ti.s $heF privnk o*nr.shi! ol'
l!n. oxl*s. fron nohddi{ rrib.s rvho tu)v!
Nr nd husc rplcas usdloonlDun.lh 'lnd trtr'
r.suhl({ir ]\.!ir,n NDF ol determinisn ol th.
'30O sN s in nonadism thr n,8ri&sr.tion oanun
..n{rurni br mrur. lnd rlso $hr. a kiid .l'
uln'r \vis r{oanir.rl. ir i{{n,ed too lighr. ol
lnrlt irDDorlance. unrbl. t,i ris. aboretl. con.
dnnininA of the.nvironnrctrt. alhost nrronsist-
rnt. ln( arrhis onceriL is o\f rLumed,Iusir.r
orisinrL ind lpe.ifi ..1!ilisitirih rlLo$cd tIc no.
rn!dn .oinmunitici ro liv. in h.Fe ieritori's,
Nn.r0 ftso!'!es { eru spro!dlrcr.nornrous dis.
r3ncei o' ri !rriour l"relrof,,ltiludq ! triiddl.
lii. b0tLleen histurl r.d..oloer:

lif ill .here re3.oos. \ill)our consnlerins

shepherds in rJrrk sense \rhich is on thcahi
ir 3 F.enr.ran_ \yf crn onridcr rDthr{otogi.
crllJ tlrc nriorilr ol tbe alpnr rroflc is
.ss!il.ble.ultLrnllr to Lhe areri \'h.h thcr.
w's orstill is d\ilrrl on andrnin lhus[rnd L

'lhis 
'nernsKc!n 

(Dsnl.ftIcm rd!rnrLs ltis
cnough ifrvclook rt the histDrJol lho nird!enrh
centuN enislddn' h irh: i. \iNil.r mnd,
lbns thosrNhochosc r.leercN.r.nol tht nr
brn pDler.rian nrsub.l)olctarian. plnn$ or*.
sid. inhabirxnrs. bur rlehishlrnd.rs horh fmnr
rbrAlp5 r.d rll r\nennincs.

These lrer! hrni ofr nomsdir 0,lirn that
cois dre.lr.iirinA nnlural.'r]hc hou* \{s not
r rariicuhf !li( or buildins: thr $n(rt| ol
Iohr nicn{lcd ihr trntory ,vh(h rll (hf .r
could seel"n! nunnrinr

f-or rll thes...as,ns. odc ol thr ln.drnrental
.lFra.teristicsrn{l rrnicalofrhe]\lpi,k l,aDlpnft.*n, S.besl.. in actiR lite.'l h. r.tr1idrsn
is 

'niinrained 
in rIr 

'nigration 
io thr n!{'nt.iD

runnrrt.nr r.. in nddnion losca{ iLriniLr'a
iion i.d oflhr pru{lu.tio. ofman! spfr rLspd
dalts. bolL br xlp nnd tcnraL. $liiclr cius.d
con|nned rDd p!,longcd roani.srrti \h.n pro
plo rralcll.d ir. o.o ull.J b .iuthri n led

cD 3nd s omlr rlons ner€fending prchisloric
prrhr. rorduft.r{lpropiriat th. nrouniiin di
vinilier $hoNer th{ tiansfom.d in Nl.donD..

SiDce ancien! tiD...s noq rrherf ih( tr.di
tion of noving turlrcsummerp'slL'tucdntintrcs.
Ll)c DrigniioD ldvirlli LIc hrsh p3stufos is nor
made br lxpo s Ilis led to an ccoiunr thai
.rercn'ne th. subsiirn.e f.rmins. rnd srnt on
in a Nal- to a trrrlpt €cononr: instdnd i lxlge
p.tr of drcAlDincclltur ii m.D.sed bt \roDrn
suppodiDg rho !:r ilJ bud-ger. not nJin{ rmse
c!.n.rs but k.p1!vnhh rhe fa'nil!:

ThisnreMr thrt when, hvico rlor(llromt
lle nrore, ihe *Nn0 !llhge Dof ei. oho 01!0tr (hf
priesL ihc owrors olthe cattle, n) ofrl4lo sife
lIcD fresh en\s. Md (hjldreD r.ll.tr lhf ir rx'llr'
crs: the olh!.s |l0 on holidar s
aluN on alre d.nrs'.Ar rnr''..1.. th. nisrrlior
consisrs ofth...riro tribe \lbnrn fi rltpfiFr
lorlad: on.c du Drl iilnnti and lood into th.
p3nnie4 ihen i$rni hy ca':.ecenilJ als.l!heli
rup!c.: br! still. nNu.lM.n rsually visi! tlr.n'
Nif es tor lho rvNhcnds because lhry oJlon hrve
n dirlir.nrjob on rhe pl|nLs".



Elen if today onlr n iew work the soil. the
habir lnd attitudeofmovings.e dini.ulilo loF
3ei and when sumne. siarb, the urge to hovc
!o the rnountairs is a.oused.. 56 du.h so lh6!
roc.ntly nany ol d " nalsas" {shepherd\ Bhuf)i
6nd it be@m€ ackno{l€dg. lhar n w$ better
than the*a. On ropofthishs.omean cnd ro
rh€ pride n rcbuilding vhe.e aneslo6 hav€
built in the past. stone o. stode (dot metdphon'
c.lly 6pel(ina) This hd bdn noted slso in orhc.
nonadic ciyitisations: lor €rampl€ ,nonE ih€
Auskalian abonsrne, *ho for s.me monl}t. or
ih. y..r makes s tnpi.torhedesert, on. of lhe
harsh€sr plsc€s on carth Ofth€ S.ni N€ ehull

ll.iJ 2:3:
oEQl sE 

"M[n

A

FtE.2 Th" Eredt h.h.di aNL F'sur toho lryn EnN.nto Tvn\ Gti rcnini.Llle tade trh( 1:.nt P.opt?),
pnhlBi(d h! Ednnhi dt CoDutitn, M on,It33.

, Sdhotioh Aftb nono.t6n ot Be.louin lt B?dnri. a. Noiturh nonaniu ofth" Asion thPPa
s Ndan rt 

^onad6n 
of tho rtin t er her.l2^

2 SdhrLnn ^ono.ltutn 6. ALq,E Bathonond M!.ttertutunMnntl'sn
j. ftnrAndalte nouttai hightantl nanadhn 7 6not @atk buitt ta .lefe\d asoin* nona.!.

womdn, ni.tft $ of animat,

The pnncipal charscteristicof.onadE i€ lh8t
olmdlingwilh their cattler mu iB the eenol
ofhis cattleitheir de.€ssiiies cone before any
orhci There is a di.*t lide, a r€ciprftal dedi
catld Flalionship, a mutnal d€pandon.y And
(lrk is €v€n more $ with the wonnh: b€c.use
sh€ is the one who 6.gan lhe breedirg: lnd be.
cduse sh€ is the on€ whq in a hunteE soci€ry,
b€srows l-h€ srft of reprcduction thmugh .iilale
of synpaihe.ic nasic (neaning tiat if hlman
reprodudion F rn€ grholrhe w
of lhe animals wrll h€ berQr bstowed by ahe

vho ens\r* the birth of children birth . lhe
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\lrL. ru,tdd.r. csprciall! huntds. bw! s

,,dulr xn'trrrls is dirlihguishLi by cru.l rds:
crroLcss htrrrnr whicl, crNes hurl *onroti!n
ar,' lnritrn .\nldu sli.rni r|lrruno1 bd
ip|nl1bc" srX oa.trcmri s is dilTer.nr con.
r(rnr,sp.ts.ol shirh Lhecrrr isusu^liJ NoDr
rn. lrndi rslhc}have'no'rtolpnnr..ndor:
nj, l,..oDi Ibnrl dfrl,0ir pe!s, evrn {o{ld,v and
pR'hrblr_ u'orc nr pFhstool

ln!nd.rr ^!. decf iwho look so sin'il.r rs
thc'r nri!,s .n t{r hr(, r rrnripil roL€ ,n
oour$iin* * s'll .s r rl'gioD. tr, mtrholos}
rnd or rlrkv otrt]ops ofrln Alps rnd 'ottu,nt)tut er I'r l 

'.nR.D. 
tlr ljlllru je ll.$r.. ri\ r

lf,'uLDs wrs ln'Lnd or'rhe ltc Mad.l,LLetrLrn
t)d rxl r.t,r'srnrn,g a pres'trnt son 

" 
*,cIinF

r,ii rleoiidill l,h.i!!knrgrFoql(lrl,r'n,lk.
'n! r\nd L R{l,"'nll(fhrv! beftr milk.d ut ro
rs 1.,',r15 lrErr'tr L!Dland (hrl\ rallsol llrs
L0 r. \!ll,L LD 11rr tr,ii rhetr, r( wdr'en rnL klios
rJrnr.Inl", ,\r Fi.roirtro tha!
or l,u(,rd Ldlrn!s n!(kL rg (L.eis n!1k Nlilk ol
dtcr xDd rhrnuis sore us.d to prtrlu(.h!$r
rrlus w's rhravi perlntrn{l by Nonni (Jn rl'p
ALr)s llietr. an, u'u! Lrsords rl,our cliildR,
'tr,\i orne..s rilk.dl rhe DDgicrltf,nsforn,r
inr o1 rl DrdL inn, Lwhir,r (13.'r of,lrfr {ho

Ir,trllir to { x'flLr. liofu VrL hrdi! L nJ tl!,
s[(Lbii I'H!riutn..s il r,S(r.in,]rk Oller
iln! hrv( i!nnrLs dl lirtiliLv lsol r rnd spiml
ii'lDIi'h.trt.N 11' hun$,curniuslr snniln.

'r'tr{ .n[Lil '!h! l)rerdiig,n (Lc,i Lrr ]nd.rLl
niil !1 r!,tulci ri $A n.nr ln qLi0 r rr.unnlr
,,,\ ntr\ 'lhd wrs intclr.feil rnd grrdurllJ
,l !,i.J ,io.rrol Jorr$r fxted rnnNli gorts.
.l -'p ,d!s hoMi, r\en 

'l 
o'r pini.ulrf kcr

:r,is rfl ! tr{,0 15rtrnr,rulsrrltr!nuoniift,li
i,!, r,5,rl.d n rriinrp.siibl..!'al,r, onrhe

r,\llH{ui s.,s lx*J. oyquis|{ ,lld so Jefr
u'$krtarI'urnslm\cb.eDdisd're,L{n,a id
IriNL Uo'trury Siberiii d![ !t I)'rryrl(l.rn

'lhcLlq{! racrlJ to tlr' (nrrnngdl t'tu;l
rnd (ierr Ldos.1ll, (].ltir !!d ol lcdilLly. []d
Jr.rhorrroDll;hAt Btrr it $c go liflh.rb!.]r
ur !nr sc turj ih$ the.loseri rclsrnnrrhi! 6
, d brl\frn nr" rnLldclfl)ur botwer,' wontrnr

A tr !!!Las rncsress $rs rcln,sedrrl on ruG
rrll,'l ,\ d..r'ltrc sdtd.ss h$njr'sri rcprc
i{rd rr\rrs snl, 

' 
dodi oro! rcrit pulLe(lhr

ni D Inr l.ttr' d.isunv tlt.G,([ un'slxrion

of a nuo.ncion!d'rnnrv.,n.vhe Urr noi dchr(
:ldo(l by qrlief fdp|ts r *odt lid Uistr.r\
rlAnimals To I)iiu! iD rhr $hol! (loni.so'1d
are ris(i.ted thc llalnD. rhc th.cr nrorhc$. !)
whicl.re dLali.rli a g'ut Dr'nrb.rs olitrsrilr
tions Usklly roiDisiiorod hy wonifn L)'rN.
tlNr rOrienr' iv.donnr, U'sblss olTl'f guon
Zoeo N.!rhr;.trrcinnf iircyoJ uLnrLliri
or wtrches Ountr$ tle lirs., IonllssioDs ol rlr
Sabbnrh,wlirn th lnqlNtridr hrs tut !r!!r.[.rl
lhe srrkdlrled itr,rtc ol ih*r f,rrfui Ns13r,(
curb !, tll li.{s llul'(rpa! (lrl>oxDrnrl,.i"rl
uro coddorr 1olt(n n{trHtr\tfcsJv rs t)ro(.
silh rh.l.aun nanrol/\.t.r,nl., ii rh. rrinlli
nal'!ss, !Lso expr'1 !r ollicrIl I'tirs

tlur turnid. wss rllo r5*ri.! !rlhern
nnlsr.ed on thrslol, r.cu.:trar rh!l,r!.(,

l hrnlldon ofth.sh. b.f b1eri, r(r Nl,s
w$ lirmous,. thf $tnn. u, n{l Norltl tr.yli.
for tl,is r!r$D rh !.crnx, r 

'noLlr..horn 
i!n

bol ll',,.e wxs | {,nrr r{dddd5. ir.lr,lrxr iI
rge, mll.d  .tn, nr*frltx !t!ttr. trf(l ro h,r
hJvc bccn Inu 0D tln, ri.n.tr, P,,larinrr. Dr.n
Lluiil)r.g, 

'n 
1l(, no{h .l tlr,!r,L!. trLry[! n

spln ln ()lJ lriir, h\grrs..lhr rrr! '-{,r ,r

'llj( rql{lc\, /n,!j,r. ,n Li..r. li,,n) li,+ af I

rhfn hunrm. 
's 

Jsroi,rrll ro r|l \lrh. .Lr.l
rosfnnn. i rrorr ol r {trLf rl l)fri,a ilr r .o l
Drcrnn llnrsod(le+ r('n roJn,.. r'',6 i1.,,
liodr rho rtrliolArt{ud! Krl Lsn nl!\r nrn L1(

Llr.nronir.rnd i'r th. ( r.trs.ultr Md rinh-
lL oer cxrd llir 

'lisiliilir\ 
oir Lngu nL! rr

l!lirrrshil) bp$ratr,.lf/tu ni r,,Ii L\ in1l ri!iLl
[.atnn, n rtiu unknosn, ]nn.\//rtr.

shrt.s, dnni x !d,le"" l)xll u, nrf ' nh(Ll
snak. lhrr relrI nDn(it,r!tr rh. \nt!srri.
o,!rh. $!i!nr i'sinnt ol !vDu{ls, lLtrdn,r!d I'r
rlr t)r..[rrhr] $rifrr.lxl rororl b l(r\. ilri!
$orldtb!.rh.llbrnrjlrriLlrhf' rltr.r'r.Ddritr
nir( l.b!l.r!', r C,xld.ss rhrr i fotrf rrll
rllo\rr rltr Alps,Dfra, !, r Jonbn.h'Ld i;m'
Still! rv. or rLr']\l|x xnd itr'i! i,r.lr nua.ir
th0 o?driu.ri rocd! bt.trs.
wnh soul, r.n$rrirrt 0d (l, v
ol $,rdon h,ghrr thrn hu,r,r r\!r\3! brir)!l
$ilh shi.h dl.!iu.5hip \r, I l!.rsr rht rc

(; , ,r; i , ,;:., -, ,tj r!,, ,,,, L,r



lsel;in son€ ca6. ih€ \'ay oldoing*ilh theD
h.s tdes oaan old deificstio' In Fassa valley,
inold p.ehislo;cyillas*.|h.luildinsn.re p.s
lectcd bJ avalanches, laDdslid€s, ,nd soather
inclenFNy are not houses. but sr:blos.

ln a socieiy whcrc the ban is olten absent. in
lhea.ii,tuitt $ o!i lorhunrtng, or in agri.uliure
io mosl dicginsithe nostheavyi. ar. thd family
sonen lhe ones that hlc ca.c olcows, sheop.
goais and relailvc opoaiions of nilkins, grozing.
cu.ins ihenr eith herbs wben sick.

Thc nisiress rccosnh.s ea.h olherDeast b,
the voice Everycow has r propernane,sprcilic
oncs To talk nilh colr (oltcn i. a geniLer wa!
than *iib hrmansl rs considered ro!n!1.
"Beasrs a.e well tfeat€d of beftcr not htving
lhcn.t all".The aninal surcly has teelings, tor
shich,1n t[r limil oirhe possible, is coreci n01
b huft rh€m l"aU aninrsls c.ies")rbut nol onLy
elery anjnal has a DropEr difiere.1 .ha.aclei
andsh.uld be treat€d in aceftain Danne.Therc
is *ho spoke of" ethnosraphic int rcEl (Drnni
livc) tor thisd€volion.of "bmlalrJ".as raro cnwF
sere at.ibrl€ sup€rnatur.l quililies  Ips is

h is al$ lo be r.ncdb€red tlDt the relar'on.
ship Nith ,nimals *as always verr srBiEhr for
these nen and aboye all for ihc& Noncni rh.r
!.re dividing thc s.nr t&rnories and th. sam.
rons vhen there*asa feast,the beasrs f.r..
wer€ nor hnnred and surely these siayod nur
rheir nrisrresses lopingio receiresnme dairry.
Sryinedenronsi.atio. ofjoJ a.d affection fdr lhc
good food, F.ticipating to the balls. Annn.Ls
were consder€d capable ofiniendingan.l desiF
i.g. considered cnilty even tfom l.ibunals: w.
think io ihe nuFerols proceedings institute,
from a side b fie orher olEuropo, ngaingi tho
procc$ion^.y (hal *as an inse.u).

llpnre" slept rvftt rheir annnsh sin(e tiltlo
ago: dnd not for roon.easonsl!, bullbr a corlain
"devotio. lo lhc beasi' Habii llrat always.pro'
loked scsndat 3nd piry in snrhfopotogisr n.d

But nol only during the course ofoillenni.
uns thcAlps lanners (bui probably all tamers
Only that on theAlpssone traditions srri!cd ro
our days) elaboraied a conDu.i.ation sysidn)
based on voi@ modulation, thal re.ches sone
freqlencies (even verr shrillroaa oelrly singod
rh]1ho, th.t is recocnised bJ lbc an,nralseven
after Farq md that is nol possihle b be rc'
pcal.ed hyolbc.ihat halent hesrd such kind of
sounds since childhood

F.r whdr concerns rhe "d€ilication of th€
b.isrs"still ar rhe bes'nninsorour enlurysm€
fahour schola.s lilc Frcud, Frze. aDd
R.bertson Snith were conrinced thai all rcli-
grons scrc starling f.om b€liellhai hrnan kind
dcscendcd fron difie.ent animl specie, and
th.t idparat€ clsns and t.ibes Fer. due io the
inc! lhdl sohc {ere convin.ed to descend r.om
wolvca, othcr from snakes. olher fron fox$.. if
ndl directly from sone plant species likc some
aeltic rdces.In coNcqu.nce olihis,these c.eg
turcs wcrc subjecl ofado.aiion and nototdidrc.
gnrd Bulsince frod thc bcginn;ng,in'erudite'
groups. n surled a counter nltlology, thal,.l.
hibut s to theMan aseps.aie creation.nd dc*
iiny, no!torched by lhc n.l.norphosG chain in
*hich scrc ols.ys mixed ihe difaerent conpo
ncnls divine, humsn, vegeisl and anibals

But only in lheJudaic - Chrisitan Islanic
l dilion, with the mytb oftbe Msn.real€d as
Cod rinlase,ithave be€n asse.led wii} absoluie
dete.mindtion thc superiorily of ihe }]un.n
Kind on l[cn brcth€rs a.d siste.s Nith .o
spe@h. Likesis€-besu* only the Man is6ini.
l.rlohisc€a.o(Cod coold be r€present€d .nl!.
,s n nan: bcnsrs shd to b€ di$rimiuied. and
rheFfore those m€n thal in son€$ar*erepnh

Bul ia"L{olarr,v_ does erist- it is includ€d in a
tunctionilisric existence'ision. Wilhout the
reindeer in tieAftiic.\'ithoul coq's on rh€ Alps

lrlirch.. .onti^E ltum Iie.oLl

Mothra toniff.a u? drc\
u drdbdsetre.lL! 1 |

Ats pcr Cin,burs."t.aii dunion' betseen
Ldpldnd sciandns and a variesate Elropean
*il,chfalt. Blpine End P)Tcnean cspcciallt
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fo4blten ilio splco and iine, that sp6k nrlhic
difierem laryug€e. bDt tied up by st.i.r relr.
tionshiFs, (of ntual beheviour and of beliefs. t.d
orsay ollivins) sas nade by the lra!€l of the

Bui actually similiiude so mo€ rar
The nountuios pastures, where arr N

llshier", can!urel, bc ossociated io theplain6 of
ihe dl..ne norlh, because to rise rn quolc,
apan sone erdenisnr bio geocraphic lied up to
perticula. evenrs (glacier reti.€. etc ) is r5 to
rben in latitude. The enornous ext€nsions of
sreing 8ftund oa connon ptupc.ty ar€ what
renain of the .ncicnr rrib€s ihat mlonised the
Ah6, on which no grou.d was privale and in
shich the socisl difier€nces were v€.y shaded:
thes. characierhlica asociai. alpine to th. old
nonad populaiio. of Nonh and ofEast. These
spaces are part ol d phrsic and envnonnental
dinension bu! ,Ldo fantastic, in which ihe
wonan, a.d ihe ailch-*onan naiiarch, *0!
cises a noi discussed poe€r

The ecsrdsi$ of !he goddess lolloqeB co.du.e
irEistibly t .hes ol lh€ scianans, n€! lnd
wnen bu! abov€ all won€n, otsiheria, up t tho
Hoklaido isllnd dnd lhe Japm€se Ai.u,'r!' and
oflaplald rr . In bolh $e find rhe $me elenents:
the flish! olth.3oul to lhe dead *o.ld, und€f
snimsl rcs.mblence. on aninal hoael)trck or
other nagical vehiclcc. The srrong sexuat synb!|.
kn TheLapl6nd s.ilndsbatonscanbe relaied
to the sseep hdodk wnh which the wn.hcs de-
clar€d io lty io the Sabbsths

The Slbbalh folklorisiic nucleN nagic lly
and neianor?hosis - lcem io be eiira.ie.l froD
a renole, v€ry fenote Eurasian subsirat€ In
dght nigh.s dcscribed by *itchs add wi2ards
oaval.is, pt@s*d in 40o md differenr f.on thc
sledlyp€ ollnquisido., i. ca b. reogri$d lhe
{ho oI m ccsrlric clll oa Celtic dsin fift! ,nd
lhen Nordic.And so in nubberless conr€ssions
ofwnches d.d wizar& f.on a side io the oihef

The reliElon ihur,stoy a! ihe basis of thele bc.
lieres looks extaordinary sinila., or Alps 6nd
Nortb Europe, bolh for believes rhan lor
riiuality, and for whrt concem lhe confornriion
ofth€ sactud 3po!3. Principal divinity is dlwdyg
a mother goddess thar is the eanh ud the whole
u.iveR'!'z, and, anong Sonis, is rep€senled
by lheSun. Ev.n in a place nat as tapla.d, she
is adored p.incipally onhillqthc'Sacrcd Moun.
ioins" tr, ud narked by sioD€s: wecan in facl
say ihai the habit !o dsfine a sac.ed slor Nith
the denhir, or wiih lhe cronlech, is difius€d

ftum Lapland !o Sib€ne, lrcn Pyre.€es 10 the
Alps to lhe Donube busin and Mongolia tr'

Rcks !ha!, on th€ GhgioN, are slill call€d
,nono 

'u 
1na. rhe anci.nr ndthea ud should b€

kilsed br the you.g sheph€rds rher bnne ihe
cows ro th. high pastufes, tu .void mountaln
dange!s.The Sdmi s.einde€r shepherds told De
that these stonos", c6lled iicid; in thei. lan-
guageL speaks !o thsmi giver counclls. on pc.
lunal matter but dllo on reindee. b.eedi.g, as
fo.instmcei*h.ru10bringrret graze,orhow
to seve then f.on !n epidrmic. Dach oflh€n,
ce ro rhal plae in which lhe sac.ed stones !r€
know. by €v€rybody, but lhey have al* sonc
pdsonal ones is a sD.cial place pui by $m€ an
ccstor they kep ccuhed bu. of$.s o. close re
l.tions Itisjus!a.ound rh*e old srones rhat the
old yianmic rcligion of thc no.rhern population
h sloqly organising agdin, after the Chdstia.
pers€curion first !!d Mlrxisisi .exi (jn soviet

The sadod spots ol rhe Alps, Cekic or pre.
Celiic, seems copied on lhese ofSamit, a.d ol
the northem p.pululiotr. They adored ftei.di.
vn i6 id places signed by wate.falls, eno.nous
rcck,stones,cNes,sp.ings,lake and rcund sac
.ificial plac6 !, n!.kcd by siones (crcnlech),
by paling, e.closure wall3 €t probably rhe sa,
cr€d disk G conneslod with the reltgion oliho
Molher Coddess: be.ause the fi Br enclosurc was

ch.n|idnraigio^'s'8,^dnsfudn'hcohpdfu]i.
R.rli9bidx!^ry''&shd|hk4drcDd's'6hd[
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Rcpun Cento Ecnlog . Alpina 2? r2002)

See as Virdung, in his _G€n€.al Music". in
tear l5rl, descnbes the anci€nt druns, of
shich in.lpin€ p.pulr tndirion, have b€etr not

the! ore enono|s runblinA.lru,ts Th.! di!.
turb old 4nd resp?.tohl2 peoplz, th. sic-4, those
tnat tnsi.le the.6b.! dedi.ab thens?lues to
srud!, to tuenrue, ta prc!, on.l I tninh ond
om rcnuine?d that the Eril haut prulltctd aad

The Lapp sciaman is the agcni ol his own
tance. vhich is obtained by playing the drun:
h noioiher playins for him For ihis rcasons i!
is Eed in cons.ienco rhe .hrlhn a.celernliod.
So!.d mn 3lso vary in inbnsily highnors lnd
rimbre, depending on tbe effect desi.ed lon
lhensolvos oronpublic), obeyins ro muric rules
i.anenitted for difTe.e.i functions, syDbolic

lloup b.erlhi bdlq sigh, *histles, sd*.rs,
i.vmetioG, pating, 3re th€ sisnal of.hc spi.ill
p@ene The{iamanrellwharsft,&d6xin his
nenory, tl|ar!5 b lhe mBiq a very long tert, lnd
ar the sn€ time he g€1 m,€rc ene.l5r Every
*iamm has a prcpe. p€Bodal $nA to invoke
spints Often, lmsuas€ is a srer "bEnic" ini
t.lion ol ihe .n'mals *reans ?.

The Findish engs arc of tro kind: of nara-
tion as the Kal€vala. and of nrgid, trlsc of
scianans. Bui often distinciion is nor so neat.

The Lapp melody is exclusivelJ ! vocll dn.,
iocalhed onfotlos, very old ceienony t sorg,
whic[ signilicad is lost. Th. yo,A play a very
inpodant .olc on thc sciamrnic rnudl.Ii wng
aho a wsy to reacn ihetrance.Thh was thc rca-
&n lor {hlch ihe nrhrona.iec fo.bid the}oilos
even ifihey do nor cDntain a .eal texi. ooon il, is
a sequence offew words conelate anone thcm,
to ahich are supd.inpdscd vd.alis siDilDr to
rhese of Jodhrs, ihat .enind th€se of lic ali
mals. These nronosyllabjcvocalisn,thal appe!rs
ofno deaning, d.lually.xp.ess lhe oDinion of
the sinse. about the pe.son ofwhi.h is spoken,

Il seens thar this srrmse sound wanrs 1o
delib€.aGlr.ove., occult the *or.ls ihar ao. no
reason wer€ reveal€d to strdse6. Pro&bly be.
c!u* dginelly they *e.e nasi. fomulaq lhut
ttunsmirbd us the aho uf th. .$! archaic lif.
mnditionofthehuma. ki.d Usnally rhc Joilos
serc conposed aar snall smnunnies,somelime
for r lds€ familJ, in vhich also th. ihall.s! rI
lu$ion. rotslly not unde.stadable by orho.c,

(ould l!! undersland lhe sieri6cltioD And $
lhey becane esbric aecre! sonas, slill !0<loy,
lheir rerre are not r€v€ ed b sl.mse.s Mo.m'
s€r thc sinaer nor always unde6tand$emnes
and wo.& siErificalior sinply rcpeab lhon as
h€ helrd then bei.e sms bJ rhe oldsi bDr i. this

In this vieq the paticula. modality of Sami\
cjnglna, rcp.esenrs a level ext.enely sophisti.
.dred ofmusic a(.Thorough sounds nnd r.ills
fc€lings !.e perforned: techniques should be
high. Also because s.e initated and exDressod
the ndru.es sounds: atrinal's vores, soun& ot
water bul aho sun arising.dd 3e[ing.... To in,
vok0 lhespiritt help, !o ialk with ihe invisible

Onlyiheelpen.tdl?fscan becoDparod to tbo
Lapp /oi[re. The lirsb sere d.iginally Dsgic
songs rhdr did not describ€d bni exprcssed n..
lure and !.anscendent, often inirahngrhe,ni,
dalsloice.Evenwords a.esimilsieven ill..n-
no!niake suppositions ofa coDnon origin.

The aDimal's knoqledge is so doep, anons !he
oeopleoftheAlps,lob€ their greal NGdon. P@r
!t @chnolocy. they carry on all th€ir experic.c.
on !h€ animals sorld. Fo. lhis r€ason rbe Jall.x
rypical sona ot lhe pastures was believed b b.
oriFinally ! rccall for aninals. And jr sx dif,
lu3ed on an atua nuch lIs€r rhan rhe presenl
one (aDr exanpl€ also i. Valtellina and Val
Chiav€nna) To nake mrcfu innaon8 nor nu-
dEn loices is nol a prerogaliv. onlJ ufrhe shep-
hcrd peoples, bur. whil€ the hunt€r ofrhd pD3t
produced nojses inlaiousways, bdrh for aii.act
rhan for frighlen and then kill enimale, rhe sh.p.
herds weretryinsto caln the b
dnd coniroci an alli.n.e with ihen Music was
! help.Il a goargot loston the focks, hearnrgihc
nuie! sound could findiisqay back.lllwo herd,

'reci!t r sp.ings and mixed, rheshepherdssang
ouch 'lc,,zoiir'and the a.ioals followed hin
lor rhG lhey repeai erdloscly rh. same noiive.
Donolunic and faniliar Fo. who is no! usdd
lhase Bing3o.gs a.e ieribly lniforn, very sini.
ldflollehish quoie plans. Even il$cyreached
o lcchnical execurion level very high (the irill,
lhe tir singingl very drflicrlt !o !nih1o. thet
renr oul of lune tor sho is n*d b the harmo.
.ised music. node.n Tbis art rrpical ofAlps,
li€d, in tu origin 10 a.inals, exaellr conl.rrr- of
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hrl,i \r{d ill acbonr (l[! rorkl ondemn lor
Llre! rnrJ nNl thr\vn L, LN (teep llrirno ts!L
s.rn .h! oondiriod of narj( 

'D 
\vhich tht}

rhdrL,L srrivc. abo'lLur dnli(odahve [d
n,li'fl (rli, \oro .onurrfl! (Lon. NIo..over ih!
r.irrirl coirpron do!s not (li\nle $ nrcl' lili
li!n, (l!rrh. ronrdo,idr 0re (
.rlcr: r l ir crse dl nccd t clnnii.ri!, ol

'v,ak 
ol usrlcr oriiDDlr_ tlr:,bndon ul lnoi

ir nrt)lb.,verc no. qrF (t(lcrnnes hut.on
rlqtrfi.fs Lhe r! ncrssnns Ihs ttn!rli*(l
rdsr,,'sr(,1,1..ond{rtr{l s(v.,elr what noJ.

rlly w,L5 !LoDe bur ihe ,rLsu!,roD3L rolisnr,
wrs o,*,tr,ir,.LDd lncL!11 Jrrml rxJ,,nrPl

$n(lr, !, n1n,j, olli ' ,,DLJari. rel,rl.
rnl rll.nrlnrtrr10ndiirspcople lh.1rrJ.

Oc blind *'nNu ol tl,e JrIFDelc ,\n' u. .rll (ln,
sp'rits ol thr d$(l rhildron Uot|l,\ crn h.a.
the .hildrcn voic.s rDd usurlly. tltr (hiL eD
souls donlrrcDturrh, burcdrsole thtrr wtrl) nice
Nords snd rfiodi,ri. r ) ro.s, Ndtrur rsli lnr
ihcirlb.gr.n.ss nnd Lhr sc,amrn r L,,v i rhe
psvcholorarrl !ani rrd rdlieaihcm lidr' r o.sr

$rithrs ind if,n,rn afc srridlr !n'recrd
wtrh ser !\'nlh!s bkl to lre d. l{,(rs Bur
nlso rhe 1n'n.f d,rl. scirn,ani r'! \rMnL

rrf rclnriorl,Lr) !yith then srnLc itrriG. !)
nilnndebrn vf lo rlLfsrau.lFlrlo rh I oo
Lhe olhe' hrnd Lh( .ninr,cirn,r"( rlli,r rnl
!;G nr DLrn,! rhc lln,nl r \ln!!l ri{rrs
Dr/e 

'nre.s.. 
ur !, rlrrh rr- r'!rr1 \lrI sDl

holi. i,ov..rrLs !i,mrrN d1o lfrrrl x.r l
lr ir on( rr rhf prn.rFl xrlnrrrfls of

rbolr rll il (on(lr.r(l l,r
wodren Thr rxrrp!rik n,xurlrJ Ii,trl r'L ! xpLr
narin in old lntr'lir,
rirrlu.erh.l'rDitr'k'nd ol0inrrl,L,Ll'Lsndl
plrrts, rnd rlr r lin !, i,v,, rl'! {o (l lionr

Itrtrl ln, .!frylrilr'llrdorxh
,n'turnrr n.douhl ilrroncc\ri r{ i{ r Ltr l
h!n,,. duc Lo rlr. li.r rh,r th! \ ir(1,!- srbLrrlr
brciD,e oiien trr u!',, tr n n'ern( rtrf irnrt)r
thr('r Ias'( Lrlr.kl ]li o4..n6dr ol rht

llrlfoulnor I ) ,L ltr*h on rll)
stot)t)..rltuulJltr r li.r'rLlec!,rtrLLLr\ ^(rLL!,,lrrsr i erlxrrrn l.orsr.n\nrg !!L(r.tr1|L nrtr
nck o.lnr.rr (),.xr\iinr_Drern.!ll,Lv d!1,.r
ion. !h'rh htu,r. (o dHlir o' -r(r,1, \r, .!
\rllkDo('.lFRn 0 lrrh dnr(r^ rr', rr,(
,\lps. n strr L!l(v,,1 'r \r, .
,nr!rrr'Lr\r!(r!tr!nrullt.'buu1 trr,1oii \lt

'fh! Rtrssia! rnllfoplogir. Ai,r.l iL *hiLh
{orA3d o" llflLl ,'L Lh..rtonl Nrnl, ,L rltr [r
sinDins 01 $r 11'1, rr Iublshql ,,1 t9t I llns
!rdeptnr,trl r'rLru"L. !r!l,e,e!l n!r!'q rlrr 1e,
rrn! i l0.lur! tloi m lirljrrn!, ,,1'n,'.r

'fh. s.irn'.r"e !r!rr! Lr hrLd i)r r, $in.rr
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11r pfolll rrouDd s,!. hfr \o( tr. rnd
rdd.d \o.d 6 fir. 411.f hrv,is.lrLik. Srld^
\lrd rr5.n,rn, trrd jL r.r Nildlr rrn,n.ltlr Jir.
hoL(l rs rh. t,(.r,r\ \ioi ltr

Tt.lin ts hrt. th. nr.ht rIhrtni
't 1'.lut r' h.t tlr tltt lrr th Lni i\ dt f.'

rhr furt rt hot lo rn'r: tl)t t,..h r: t.lti [or

7lt Lrrl hr, ntt h h).L), ttu h.nt hn ,r(h

Wl1r.r) I n.t a biil uhi ..1 a h?ar
Errri 

"iEht 
the lut s"t|s,ta th. turth nul

MJ ohl a&t 16 o lurl !\, h(t; t)- rltl rta,

vor tlrr I tri{,il,q h.r,.)( rtt ttt lrr (lul

Mr nklrn, tnr s...1 n' nnhr ,r, rrrttr
Il.lnsdrnq sr u\d I tar dona: n)

41 rhis ponrL fie.ld $o .i J.rt.LlLo iint.
soshr{,s thar rocrllcd Lhcsexurl rd

N.u' thtt tht.ll Dmt rrtrr!.

llq ht. tl).! still,ntt.,\

crtn. hr]t. 10,.t bs.1 hrl

Altef somp crlls. r px ol thc \impi r.r{h
So i. lrd slr( n.! ng n.ili\!iih n,saro rll,jr
xnd g,.ls d0 ool
do{n. tilk s.mlo. sonn,trnr laush I rh. ob
s.cD. trdds olfi. ol.l $onl.n th.r..1.!.s as if

! ni 1uh a ttul l\\lh..utttt trt r11 t)!trt, rr
that th^ (,tld rn)at1thtt la.(t'.r

'lh+ ( r(1,,1 r.Liv rr r,ni dr.d !D ld Lliwn
'fhc r.Afl lhrilrnc.rs ras.r^ fi! n rlod{ wxj
3lso sibbii.i.il dances rre in dnssi

I)uf ld Lh s s1.rr ir is r.achxhl. , (u r 'r3ls.vnfrti. suLsr.rh. !vlrirh b.s sexralirv rl) rh.
.lin s r.!!nonshn ro the ven, cycL.. io verr.la

seY!.1r1 srs.rrl3ndrm
jlict,d i.Lo n.iv.rs{, 1h. nur1rn( sp,tr,is lcc]
ngs lilh il,. r.sr oJ $d'ld. d,nir:r noon rnl

liDn shich is n,nthl! r.d afnui '

Sami uot er, lestpr.In! an.I toda!

To slrrk ol Si L $on,.n I ll n)ll drlr
rh.! I S Arthropolo!.sl Mvrdcn. Andrroi,.J
l,nrdn. IJIivor-"i|1r wos( Lrlilorlc. girhdrrl
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tw€en .xrend€d familt and p$son,l f.e€don:
!h. info.nal coutuhip ison.ofthesayan vhich
thc rihe is speni dnhbg prclonged youth, ev.n
inprcsenc.oloiher'sporrnerssons Inamatr!
nrchal socic4'or ofnti.iarchdl ascendarce in
Nhich dll $har has io do wirb child.en is a
women business and ol lhe natrilineal di53i.
dsnce, it has no sanse io get hdrried to ge! ou!
dlhoh€ (and lilc linally & desiredr Moreover
the mnstihiion ofa fanilisr nucl€us indap.nd.
enr, .nd th€ cB ihai derir€. are cDnsidered 6i
lcasr frivolo$, tor a singl. couple, snd evcn in
p..sen.c of one or two.hildren: this is ihe rcA-
son lof rhich wonon betwcen 20 and 30 year.
old nah€ ncoupleof childrc.

Thet will be iaking cnre olby grandnother
rnd in consequenco thoenlireclan ofiheno{her
In the dean$hile lhe morher €. {ork and
r..rcl withou.dilicul.i€.:one moreth€ noving
is ar ih€ basis olihis *ay of life Th€. *hen she
will hav. enoush moncy lor a hors€ (usually.f.
lc. her rhidies)shc Nill leaveih.parentshousc,
Nilh n n$ lnoi neeesslrily ihe fathe. ol ihe
drildrenloralone Bu!shcwillnaidlai.siriclly
rclationship vith th. oritinal fanily: becausc
l\. !idion oathe fiDily is noi nucl€us, isol.led
frofl rhe conhst. bu. .. cl6n. idsd!€d in ncigh'
b.u.hood rclaaionship. l|iendship,solid..iiy and
relation, nuch more of rhc moth€. than of ih€

In6ide th. Samil communiiies. nen nove
csscnlially wirh ihe notor.sl€dge, ro .cach lhc
p6.1ures oflbe rcindeer \{ohcn h.ve cars in.
rt€ad this neans thal has a b€lt€r r.ecdon.
Thqy do tlrc public relaion of rh€ clan: stth Lhc
porendsl snesls - pa|tn€6. *iih friends,.cla.
tires. wi{h orhe. firns own€E wiih which €x.
chnnges goods and wrih which arele fo. dd6.
nsos producedby.eindeorihsldamage the fi €ld
und eai up sproul6, wjth handle cenire, wirh

Thcyare ilediplondl6,tl€conmerce tgents,
the border ela.ds (brrilo.idl bul also cultu.sl),
thal- doninar. the D{hanism oac.o& dis|ribu.
tion 3nd nmage ihe comuningach itios insid€
lh. |imily so as rowa.d rhe ouisidesorld.

Sratistically they have an education lclel
highcr than tnei. padnefs, oflen sp€lks also 2
o. th.€e lansuages.This con ease lhejoborcom,
muniealion adofexl€n6ion ol ihe relarionship
ncl *ith fricdds but dlso ior wo.k ad poliiical,
that mi6rress dlE no srop being out al$ osny
days. The necessiiy t m.intiir relationship6
giv* then the ercu6€ ro spend a loi olline by

c.4 10 visit this and th,.. Child€n dre $nh
gtunJ,.!d Nhcn .e bigg€r,l-h€y go wil-h h€. fo.
companJ. If lhey rft nol big enough t 5i.ter o. a
ftend wrll bonow one t ihen. To m.intain
lriends networli eriended (and inlrodu.insin n
youngpeople) ie uselnl dlso lor anothef imPo.
tant funciion !o coruolidaie the lelationship
anong gensrdtions, to in!ress tB. cullural id.n
lily. Ch.cing at!€ntileb a6 persnol frie.ds
peoph lnal hlve childrcn of the 6omc ase of
thenslve, giviry rhem the h,bits ro sbr to.
gether since endll. it neus abo io op€n " pra
e.ential *dy€'io posgible nariages insid€ rhe
.omnunity, lond oi the culturd of belonginSt-
wiiholt apparenily forcing. So, u.ing dodem
metbod luEcd 6l60 in other comnuni!ies. for e\
anple by Jewbh, in whi.h the iamilies ex.
chans€s .hildrcn ao. some donth. to "l.ach
th€n lanau.Aes') i! is realised ,n an.i€.t
dr.am: to 6ave slodq mat€rials, lik. reinder
blt also culhral, like iradiiions, thorclgh the
naniag. exch6nge between |riend flnilies. in
*hi.h everybody know well sll dcfe.ts ofolheF
and each on. will bes. then lof the conmon
good, over passing the nor inpoltanrthings

In r€inder breeder fanili*, olso 3r rls r6cile
as pres€nlalive aninals.Sttll today a Sani. bor
or girl is the 6amc. ifsnes ft.D a breed€. fM
iltdo lor move*iihouthis knil. han3ingfrom

Houses so as rcnts, wher€ 6n oduh sonan
lives is co.Eidefed hers: ihe man hus nor trou
ble.The only residedces that can be possessed
by a male are lhese mcupied axclusilelJ dunng
th€ periods in *hich reinde. p.saures la. fron
hon. and frch fanily. Fandicroft, ond noD.
eiary m.ony is ldrEely h lhe han& of*o en:
menworLswilh rcindeera.d do heovyjob, e\€n
ifmistresseE pa.ticipate any*ay In anihals se
leciion ior Bldushie., and in neal curcass ud
.onsequent gains disiriburion. But are $ohen
ihat Dusge the conpler net ofsocial and eco
nomidl relariofthip {ith fhe outside:emner
cial erhange. €nergetic, inlornaliod Th€
{omen a€ th6. thatcstolTdiev€ichos..or
c.st ofthe g@& ihst in vanous w.ys rhe nar

Evenihemobilrtyinlargeray,afeih.{onen
ihaireinfo.ce the ethnic id€.tity: ths, seafad
saw traditional cdsrube, for ihenEelves and for
the fdily, and lry to res€ro ihe privilege io
w.a. the6 only to the Sani peopl€. Ag.in tb€r'
are the suarnids oa menory.


